ACE IT!
Eleventh Grade Sample (Taken from The Americans by Gerald Danzer, et al, McDougal Littell)
Passage:


In 1836, Marcus and Narcissa Whitman, Methodist missionaries, made their way into Oregon Territory where they set up mission schools to convert Native Americans to Christianity and educate them. By driving their wagon as far as Fort Boise, they proved that wagons could travel on the Oregon Trail, which started in Independence, Missouri and ended in Portland, Oregon, in the Willamette Valley. Their letters east praising the fertile soil and abundant rainfall attracted hundreds of other Americans to the Oregon Trial. The route from Independence to Portland traced some of the same paths that Lewis and Clark had followed several decades earlier. 


Following the Whitmans’ lead, some of the Oregon pioneers bought wooden-wheeled covered Conestoga wagons. But most walked, pushing handcarts loaded with a few precious possessions. The trip took months. Fever, diarrhea, and cholera killed many travelers who were then buried alongside the trail. Caravans provided protection against possible attacks by Native Americans. They also helped combat the loneliness of the difficult journey. By 1844, about 5,000 American settlers had arrived in Oregon and were farming it green and fertile Willamette Valley (Danzer, et al, 2004, p. 284). 
Question: Explain the role that the Oregon Trail played in the Westward Expansion. 
Answer:

Although the Oregon Trail was difficult, it provided a pathway for settlers to journey westward. 
Cite: 

Methodist missionaries, Marcus and Narcissa Whitman set out to convert the Native Americans to Christianity in 1836. Through their perseverance, the Whitmans demonstrated that wagons could travel the path of the Oregon Trail, which stretched from Independence, Missouri to Portland, Oregon. Upon arrival in Oregon, the Whitmans wrote letters back east. The news of fertile soil and abundant rainfall, inspired other pioneers to take on the arduous task of heading west in a covered wagon. The trip was long and hard and the travelers faced many obstacles, including illness, bad weather, Indian attacks, and other hazards. In order to withstand these trials, the pilgrims formed caravans. Although the trip was extremely difficult, 5,000 settlers were living in Oregon by 1844. 
Expand: 

I wonder what would have happened if Marcus and Narcissa Whitman had not been successful on their journey to Oregon. Most likely, following the Whitmans’ failed journey, other adventurous individuals would have set out to blaze the Oregon Trail. Perhaps the Mormon migration would have been the first to settle in Oregon. Then, rather than the settling in Utah, the Mormons would have migrated to Oregon. 
On Your Own: Eleventh Grade Sample (Taken from The Americans by Gerald Danzer, et al, McDougal Littell)

Passage:
Before any federal regulations were established for advertising food and drugs, manufacturers had claimed that their products accomplished everything from curing cancer to growing hair. In addition, popular children’s medicines often contained opium, cocaine, or alcohol. In a series of lectures across the country, Dr. Harvey Washington Wiley, chief chemist at the Department of Agriculture, criticized manufactures for adding harmful preservatives to food and brought needed attention to this issue. 

In 1906, congress passed the Pure Food and Drug Act, which halted the sale of contaminated foods and medicines and called for truth in labeling. Although this act did not ban harmful products outright, its requirement of truthful labels reflected the progressive belief that given accurate information, people would act wisely (Danzer, et al, 2004, p. 528).
Question: Explain the necessity for and the result of the Pure Food and Drug Act. 
Answer: 

Cite:

Expand:
