ACE IT!
Seventh Grade Sample (Taken from A History of New Mexico by Calvin Roberts and Susan Roberts, UNM Press)
Passage:

New Mexico was a frontier area and had an open society. It was the farthest north settlement in the Spanish empire. There were no settlements beyond it. Life on the frontier was hard. Indian attacks made it dangerous, as well. Men, no matter their social class, were expected to protect the settlements. So, on the New Mexico frontier, all people received similar treatment. A person’s social class mattered less than it did, for example in Mexico City. 

In New Mexico, both Spaniards and people of mixed blood could become office holders. They could rise to high rank as soldiers. They could become landowners. Indeed, New Mexico’s society was special. Its people of mixed blood could become important. It was also special because Hispanic New Mexicans accepted Indians into their communities. There the Indians worked at the same jobs as did the Spanish settlers. Some Indians even married Spaniards or castes (Roberts, 2004, pp. 161-162). 
Question: What type of society was prevalent in New Mexico in the late 1700s?
Answer:

In the late 1700s, New Mexico had an open society. 
Cite: 

An open society is one in which social class matter little because all people receive similar treatment.  For example, white men were expected to perform the same tasks as Indians and every male citizen was expected to play a role in protecting the community. Further, people of mixed blood could hold public office and own land. 
Expand: 

If New Mexico had not been an open society, raiding Indian parties could have easily overcome the infant settlements. People of the upper class, could die at the hands of the Plains Indians just as quickly as people of mixed blood. Raiding Indians did not care about social class at all. The fact that New Mexico’s society was open played a key part in the success of its early settlements. 
On Your Own: Seventh Grade Sample (Taken from A History of New Mexico by Calvin Roberts and Susan Roberts, UNM Press)

Passage:
The Spaniards did not set out to harm the native people of the Americas. They did set out convert the Indians to Christianity. Even the pope, the head of the Catholic Church, got involved. In 1537, the pope declared that the Indians were human and had immortal souls. The invitation to send missionaries to the Indians was clear. Spanish rulers made it their business to spread Christianity. They sent missionaries to the Americas. 


Spain’s rulers also issued laws to govern their colonies. The Laws of the Indies in 1542 outlawed Indian slavery. The laws declared that Indians were subjects of the king. They also gave Indians some protection under Spanish law. These laws made up part of the most complete set of colonial laws in history (Roberts, 2004, p. 83). 
Question: How did Spanish rule change the lives of the Indians?
Answer: 

Cite:

Expand:
